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Teacher/Parent’s GuideTeacher/Parent’s Guide
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Illustrated by Khadeeja Qureshi

About the Book

Have You Seen My Friends? presents the importance of treasuring our creativity, courage, and 
curiosity every day! As we grow older, we somehow forget to value how important it is to ask 
questions, try new things, and think differently. This playful book reminds you to treasure these 
“friends,” who are always near. 

Author Bio

Korean American Monica H. Kang grew up with an inquisitive spirit. Why can’t everyone be 
creative and show up as themselves, no matter where they work? After working in five industries 
and realizing how important creativity is, she made it her mission to unlock creativity for all. The 
award-winning author and Founder of InnovatorsBox® hopes that all readers will find joy in 
reconnecting with their creativity, curiosity, and courage as they read this series.

One line reference: Monica H. Kang is on the mission to unlock creativity for all.

How to use this guide

This guide for Have You Seen My Friends? is designed for students in third grade and below. It is 
assumed that teachers, educators, and parents using this guide will adapt each activity to fit the 
needs and the abilities of their own students. It offers activities to help teachers integrate Have 
You Seen My Friends? into English language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, and social studies 
curriculums. Art and drama are used as teaching tools throughout this guide, and the key is to 
integrate learning experiences and modules. 

Book Information

Age range: 4–8 years
Grade level: Preschool–2

Publisher: HALO Publisher
Published: October 27, 2021

ISBN:
978-1-63765-128-5 (Paperback)
978-1-63765-127-8 (Hardcopy)

2021919835 (LCCN)
B09JYMB465 (Amazon E-Book)

LCCN: 2021919835

From Have You Seen My Friends? by Monica H. Kang. © InnovatorsBox. All Rights Reserved.  
www.creativitywithmonica.com  info@innovatorsbox.com 33



Reading Comprehension

Before reading Have You Seen My Friends? help students identify the basic parts of a picture book: 
jacket, front cover, back cover, title page, spine, endpapers, and any other details.

	— Look at the cover illustration. Describe what you see.
	— Look at the illustration on the copyright/dedication page. 						    

	 Describe what you see.
	— Can you guess what the story might be about? 							     

	 What are some clues you can find in the cover and 							     
	 the copyright/dedication illustrations?

	— Can you find who the lost friends are?
	— Where would you first look when you lose something important?
	— How does it make you feel when you find something you lost?

Now read or listen to the book.

Help students summarize in their own words what the book was about.

	— How was the character feeling at the beginning of the book?
	— Who were the lost friends that the character was looking for?
	— How many friends were lost? 
	— Tell me more about these friends; who are they and how are they different?

	— How do you think the friends felt when we found them?
	— What do you do when you find a lost friend? 
	— Why do you feel the friends are presented as these animals?

Take a close look at the illustrations throughout the book.

	— What colors do you see? What colors do you like? 
	— Why do you like those colors and how do they make you feel?
	— How often do you see your friends? Where are they hiding?
	— Which friend’s home would you like to visit first? Why? What would you like to do with 		

	 them in their land*? (Referring to the different locations that each character lived in.)

English Language ArtsEnglish Language Arts

Friend’s Name What is this friend like? When have you seen this friend last time?

Curiosity

Courage

Creativity
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Critical Thinking

Questions to spark students’ curiosity, courage, and creativity.

	— What will you do to treasure something important in your life?
	— How can we take better care of our friends every day?
	— What would life be like if you could be creative, curious, and courageous every day?
	— What helps you be curious?
	— What helps you be courageous?
	— What helps you be creative?
	— What do you think the message of this story is?

Vocabulary

Do you know the meaning of each word?
Try using it in a sentence.

	— Adventure
	— Ask
	— Curiosity
	— Courage
	— Creativity
	— Explore
	— Friends
	— Find
	— Feelings
	— Heart
	— Imagine
	— Inquisitive
	— Lost
	— Listen
	— Opportunities
	— Possibilities
	— Questions
	— Quest
	— Shine
	— Responsibilities
	— Time
	— Treasure

Interactive Activities - Writing, Speaking, Listening and Critical Thinking

Picture books are written to be read aloud. Here are some other ways to bring Have You Seen My 
Friends? to life while having fun honing your writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking skills!

English Language Arts English Language Arts 
continued
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How can we practice being curious and learning more about our surroundings?

Listening and Questioning Skills
I’m Curious, I’m Listening Activity

Encourage children to get curious about an object, an environment, or a 
classmate and think of as many questions as they can to ask about it/them. The 
goal will be to learn and ask as many open-ended questions. Use the phrase 
“I’m curious . . . and I’m listening . . .” `This would also be a good opportunity to 
practice how you phrase questions, review what open-ended questions are, and 
participate in active listening. When questions are asked, encourage children 
to also wait and listen for the response. Also, encourage thinking about the 
difference between listening to understand versus listening to speak.

Writing Skills
Question Quest Activity

Encourage students to learn how to ask better questions. How can we ask 
better questions to get more curious about our surroundings? Encourage 
sharing about how the act of questioning is itself a process and a journey to 
enjoy instead of feeling like you have to find the right answer. There are many 
ways to reach a destination, so encourage students to enjoy the journey of 
asking, being curious, and listening for the answers.

Writing Skills
Curious Research

Practice curiosity by asking students to identify something—objects, animals, 
foods, culture, cities, or surroundings—that they are curious to learn more 
about. Challenge them to write as many questions as they can to learn 
everything about it and become a true authority on the topic. Teachers can 
explore framing it with a themed activity.

Critical Thinking
Understanding Curiosity

What does curiosity mean and when are we encouraged to be curious? When 
don’t we feel curious? How can we create more rooms around us to permit 
curiosity and asking new questions? The power of curiosity is also learning how 
to not get discouraged when others stop us from being curious. When someone 
says ‘this is the way it is’, how can we get curious to understand their point of 
view?

CuriosityCuriosity
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How can we practice more courage every day in everything we do?

Listening and Speaking Skills
I’m Courageous. 

Encourage children to practice acts of kindness and courage. Ask them what it’s like
to be courageous. How does being brave make us feel? Share stories of how they have 
seen others around them show up in life with courage before. Discuss how there are 
many forms of courage and how it takes practice to be brave. Being tough and strong 
isn’t always synonymous with courageousness. Explore how you could encourage 
them to see how listening, taking a step back, and doing something difficult requires 
courage and is an important act. Instilling in them how they are courageous already 
and can be even more courageous if they practice can be a powerful way of rekindling 
their courageous heart. 

Create listening and speaking activities where students say “I’m courageous” or 
“My friend is courageous because...” to practice understanding courageousness as 
something of value to be pursued.

Writing Skills
Courageous Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on how they have been courageous before and how
they want to be courageous in the future. Reflecting on the past can drive home the 
point that they already have the power to be courageous. Projections of the future 
should be focused on how they can manifest more courage and why those means will 
be effective. During both activities you could set some examples and framing to help 
see how being courageous is an everyday act but always looks different.

Bonus: Encourage students to write letters about real or imagined problems. (e.g. I’m 
scared of swimming. How can I be more courageous?) You can design this as a journal 
reflection or storytelling exercise. For the purpose of journaling, students can write a 
letter and discuss it. As a storytelling exercise, when the writing is done, the teacher 
can read randomly selected stories and students can try to guess how this student 
stepped into courage.

Critical Thinking
Understanding Courage

What does courage mean and when are we encouraged to be courageous? When 
are moments that we don’t feel courageous? How can we create more rooms around 
us to permit courage for us to feel safe and comfortable to try something new? The 
power of courage is also learning how to not get discouraged when others stop us 
from being brave. When someone says we can’t do something new, how can we find 
the courage to proceed anyway?

CourageCourage
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How can we practice more creativity every day in everything we do?

Listening and Speaking Skills
I’m Creative.

Encourage children to practice creativity and see themselves as creative. Ask them 
what being creative means and how everyone is creative in different ways. Empower 
each child to see how they are creative but also how they can see the creative power 
in each other. Discuss examples of how creativity is more than artistic expression. 
Talk about different ways they can be creative and how that makes them feel. 
Discussing the feelings about creativity can be enriching to elaborate on the different 
feelings. Try phrase activities like “I’m creative because ___. You’re creative because 
___” can be a powerful affirmation that creativity can be shown in many ways and for 
them to recognize it early on. Encourage how believing is manifesting and how saying 
and believing in one’s creativity is a key step to manifesting more creative thinking.

Bonus: Integrate a component where students ask each other “How can I be creative 
with/when…” and have another student answer “We/You can be creative with/
when…” Alternatively, challenge them to solve a problem in many different ways to 
encourage them how to problem solve something in a different way. These activities 
could reinforce the concept that creativity needn’t exclusively relate to traditional 
art while encouraging them to articulate their thoughts on what the act of creativity 
could look like.

Writing Skills
Creativity Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on how they have been creative before and how they 
want to be more creative in the future. Student’s reflections on the past can focus 
on how they already have the power to be creative. Projections regarding the future 
should center upon how they intend to manifest more creativity. This is a great way 
to empower those who aren’t sure if they’re creative while helping others to see how 
creativity comes in many forms beyond traditional arts and music. 

Critical Thinking
Understanding Creativity

What does creativity mean and when are we encouraged to be creative? When do we
tend not to feel creative? How can we create more rooms that allow us to feel safe 
and comfortable to try something new? The power of creativity is also about learning 
how to not get discouraged when others stop us from being brave. When someone 
says we can’t do something new, how can we get creative and find a workaround?

CreativityCreativity
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Learning by Doing 
Role-Playing

What would it be like to be in these characters’ shoes? Encourage each student to role-play and 
envision what it would be like to be Curiosity, Creativity, or Courage. Here are different ways you 
could explore role-playing activities with all three characters. 

1.	 Guess Who I am: Each student could act out as one of the characters while others try to 
guess who they are and what behaviors give them hints of who they may be. What action 
makes someone look curious, creative, and courageous. What characters was the student 
intending to be? If they guess differently that can be also an opportunity to discuss how 
there are different ways to explore what each characteristic means.

2.	 In the Character’s Shoes: What would it be like to spend all day as Creativity, Courage, or 
Curiosity? What would you do more, what would you do less, and how would you show up? 
What character or animal comes to mind for them to be in that character’s shoes? You could 
also discuss with students how that made them feel and what other questions came up.

3.	 Guess What Character This Would Be: What if each object or animal we choose or 
engage with was one of the three characters? What would that object or animal resemble 
the most? This could be a creative way to rethink these elements and values. And also see 
each object, animal and surroundings with more curiosity.

Learning by Doing
Virtual Expression 

Utilizing the virtual space as an opportunity to engage differently can be fun. Ask students to 
express how each character would feel in certain moments–happy, sad, sleepy, hungry. This could 
be a playful way to engage the students to express themselves, be silly, and find ways to express 
their emotions.

Learning by Doing
Virtual Performance 

Being online could open up new possibilities. Encourage each student to envision
that they are on a virtual stage where they are telling a story about their day as that

character. What character are they showing up as? What is happening in that
character’s day? What does that character do when they lose something important?

What is the message the student wants to share through the character and
story they made? Design in the way you want and help them reimagine how

the virtual space is also a live stage they could create and have fun with.

Curiosity, Courage,Curiosity, Courage,
and Creativity Togetherand Creativity Together

From Have You Seen My Friends? by Monica H. Kang. © InnovatorsBox. All Rights Reserved.  
www.creativitywithmonica.com  info@innovatorsbox.com 99



Picture Math

Discuss different ways you could integrate math into the picture book illustrations and visuals.
You can determine which page to focus on or if you’d like to do a few pages as a reference.

	— How many friends are we looking for?
	— How many times do we see curiosity?
	— How many times do we see courage?
	— How many times do we see creativity?
	— How many rabbits do you see here?
	— How many owls do you see here?
	— How many monkeys do you see here?
	— How many fish do you see here?
	— How many animals are on this page?
	— How many characters do you see on this page?

Critical Thinking Math

Discuss how many different ways you can be curious, courageous, and creative and challenge 
students to think of as many ways. This is a great way to both count and reflect on how diverse 
curiosity, courage, and creativity truly are!

MathMath
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Animal Research Project

How much do you know about rabbits, owls, and monkeys? It’s time to research them.

Information to be gathered about each animal must include:

	— What do they eat?
	— Where do they live?
	— What time do they wake up?
	— How big are they?
	— What colors are they?
	— How do they show how they feel to one another?
	— Three interesting facts of each animal
	— A picture of them

Students may use the internet or the library to complete their research. Once all of the needed 
data has been gathered, students can create a poster visual with all the necessary information 
and present their findings to the class. Encourage them to see why the author of Have You Seen My 
Friends? would have seen curiosity in the monkey, courage in the owl, and creativity in the rabbit 
and how they relate or may have other animals in mind when they think about those words.

Bonus: If students thought of their own curiosity, courage, and creativity in a different animal or 
form, what would they be? Remind them there is no wrong answer and that the key is to spur them 
into new thinking—with curiosity, courage, and creativity!

ScienceScience
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